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“The faults of our members we write upon the sand, their virtues upon the tablets of love and memory”

Westminster Ritual Team Wins CNW District Ritual Contest

Westminster Lodge #2227
Ritual Officers won the

CNW District Ritual contest
held on Saturday, June 24,
2006, with a team score of
96.5417. By winning the
contest Westminster qualifies to
compete at the State Ritual
contest that will be held on
September 7 and 8 at the State
Convention. Northglenn Elks
#2438 placed second with a

Left to right:
Brad Ayers, Candidate, Debbie
Eiler, Chaplain, PER Jerry Baker,
Lecturing Knight, Ken Bellamy,
Leading Knight, ER Debbie Lasley,
PER John Lasley, Loyal Knight,
PER Dana Priola, Esquire–Coach,
Eddie Rodriquez, Inner Guard, Eric
Ingalls, Tiler.
Center: PER Tom Root–Coach

score of 95.793 and Lakewood Elks #1777 placed third with a score
of 95.2676. Denver Elks #17 had a bye since they won the State
competition last September. The Westminster Officers’ scores were:
Debbie Lasley, Exalted Ruler, 2nd All-District, score – 91.022
Dana Priola, PER, Esquire, 1st All-District, score – 95.229
Ken Bellamy, Leading Knight, 1st All-District, score – 95.229
John Lasley, Loyal Knight, score – 93.404
Jerry Baker, PER, Lecturing Knight, 1st All-District, score – 95.212
Deb Eilers, Chaplain, 2nd All-District, score – 93.580
Eddie Rodriguez, Inner Guard, 2nd All-District, score – 92.829
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Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler

‘Magnificent Journey’
Coming to Close
To All District Deputies, Exalted Rulers,
Officers and Members:

As I prepare to pass the gavel of authority to my
successor, it is with great humility that I reflect upon this Fraternal
Year. I realize that the successes of this past year are due to the
combined efforts of all the Members who continue to build upon
the foundation of those Elks who have gone before us. Our works
and deeds of this past year are now added to that foundation. And
this foundation of Elkdom has grown even stronger.

Our deeds have added to its strength through our works and
devotion to the Elks National Foundation, our Veterans Program,
Scholarships, Hoop Shoot, Drug Awareness and all the State
Association major projects. Through our varied programs, you, the
Member, have once again proven that ÒOne Elk Can Make A
Difference Ð And You Are That Elk.Ó 
So, let us continue to look to the future 
of Elkdom and the great possibilities that lie ahead.

Elkdom is an everlasting cycle with the gavel of authority
passed from year to year and the devotion and dedication of our
Members passed from year to year. Let us all make the
commitment to keep this cycle alive and well. The programs of
Elkdom must continue to grow and to flourish for the well being of
our Order and of our society. As the gavel is passed, we should
look to the future with great hope and expectations. Leadership has
changed hands many times in our Order through the years, but one
thing always remain constant – the dedication and devotion of our
Members. Over and over again, the Membership of Elkdom has
proven that ÒElks Care Ð Elks Share.Ó

To each Officer and Member of our Order, I wish to leave you
with this thought: “It’s not the destination but the journey that
really counts.” Your accomplishments along the path of Elkdom
will be the shining stars at the end of your journey. And, this great
Order will forever be grateful to you.

Lucia and I feel so honored and privileged to have served as
your Grand Exalted Ruler and First Lady. We hope that we have
presented you, the Membership, with the high standards that you
deserve. This year has been a most magnificent journey for Lucia
and me. We could not have imagined the wonders of this year. And
you, the Members, made it happen for us. Expressing our gratitude,
thanks and appreciation to you all, just doesn’t seem to be enough.
Our thoughts and good wishes will be with all of you always.

LOUIS J. GRILLO

Lodge Picnic August 6th

Continued from page 1

Other members of the team
include Brad Ayers, Candidate,
1st All-District team and Eric
Ingalls, Tiler. The High Point
Officer of the District and the
High Point Officer of the Lodge
was Leading Knight, Ken
Bellamy. Tom Root, DDGER;
Dana Priola, PER; and John
Lasley, Jr., PER are the coaches
of the Ritual Team. I thank all
the members of the Lodge for
allowing the team to practice the
Rite of Initiation on a mock-up
of the contest floor to initiate our
new members into Westminster
Lodge #2227. I also thank the
team, including the Officers, the
Candidate, the Tiler, the
spouses/significant others, and
the coaches for the many hours
spent on Ritual practice to bring
the First Place trophy to
Westminster Lodge #2227.
Please congratulate all the Ritual
Team for a job well done and
join with me in wishing them the
Best of Luck at the State
Competition to bring home the
First Place honors.

Tom Root, PER – Coach

Thank You from
the Dolores 
Root Family
The children of Dolores

Root: Tom (Rose), Carole
Ballegeer (John), Marian
Simonton (Frank Lowden),
Mike (Vickie); thank all the
Elks, the Auxiliary and all
significant others for the
cards, phone calls, prayers and
words of comfort during this
tough period of time upon the
loss of their mother on June 20,
2006. Thank you so very much.


